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old, Roger Hilsman has been
- a successful guerrilla leader
in Burma, a scholar with. a)
doctorate from Yale, an intel-
ligence specialist and a dip-
lomat. .as Assistan
Secretary -of State- for Fa
Fastern Aﬁmrs, he draw
stantly on hi
erge-talents an

i:‘ :I?e - Gx chhm deail
: ing wi € ¢ris
News in" - Vietnam,
by $s, . bouney.

aggressive but’ deeply reflec
tive man; Mr: Hilsman, :
soldler-scﬁolar-mplomat is i
the best.multi-talented Ren
aissance. tradition, with th
added advantage that hi
skills and interests are at-
tuned to the age of nuclean
power ang guerrilla warfared
His ta,}e .and attributeg
—practical, ellectua,l and
philosoph 'fc'@[g 15 presumably
come i hEndrps Mr. Hils
man directs frexg-his corneq
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office on; 4hegg,’;.§m Afloor of
the Sta.te_'j ! ment S;l i
polic mangeuy, ¢
Umtgd States’ ine"gletnam
Essentially, ‘VefHiim is 4
guerrilla - problém ~- eight
years of Southi.Vietnamesq :
struggle against..Communist

rebels—angd iva,rly a guer-
rilla expgrt Was needed tdq
supervise fiited States as-

sistance 't the jungle war
Although the Far East ang
its problems range far beyon
the jungle clearings of Viet
nam, that ig where the strug
gle is hottest and Mr. Hils
man’s wartime experience cou{ |
pled with scholarly attain
- ment made him an ideal can{
didate for the Far Eastery

Expert on puerrilla war
In 1045 he led a parachute

‘I rescue mission that liberated

Ameoerican prisoners in a Jap-
anese Army camp near Muk-
den, Manchuria. Among the
first to be freed by Major
Hilsman was his father, Col.
Roger Hilsman, who had been
imprisoned in ih~ Phillippines
three yvars earlier,

For tarce years after the
var, Mr., Hilsman worked for
his Ph.D. degree at TYale. -
Then he joined the State De-
partment to assist in pleon-
ning for the North Atimtic
Treaty Organization in Lop-
don,
\ In 1957

My Hivspaos o aed

job. So President, Kennedy
tapped him for it, taking him
from his post as director of thg
State Department’s intelli-
gence ‘and research operation|

Joined Merrill's Marauders

Born»xat Waco, Tex., Nov.
23, 1919, .the son ‘of an Army|
Colonel Mr. Hilsman went to|
West Point. After graduating,
in 19%& he immediately lefY]
for the Far East. There he
soon joined the famous Mei-
rill's Marauders of World|
War II—tihe forerunner off
today's special forces. Hel
rose to the rank of Major|
and wa$§ wounded with the]
Marauders. From that outfit
he moved to the Office of]
Strategic Services and e
command of a guerrilla'bat
talion operaiing behind Japa-
nese lines,

Acadin cbes again to menei
inter atlonal poutms at the
Center for International Stud-
ies at Princeton. Three ycars
later he anpeared in Wasih-
ington as deputy director of
the Legislative Refetrence
Service of the Library of Con-
gress.

Subsequently he wrote sev-
eral books, including *Sgra-
tegic Intelligence and a-
tional Decisions,” which was i
recently chosen for the per-
manent White House library.

‘With President Kennedy's
election, Mr. Hilsman was
brought inte the Administra-
tion and immediately became
a key foreign policy planner,
alternating desk work and
field trips. Mr. Hilsman has
since been operating day and
nizht in ever-succeeding crises i
without ever losing his bounce
and hwmor. This vear he de-
clined 2 fvil mofesﬁorshlp at
Yale to cenntinue his hectic

desk, |
He is married to the former |
. Eleahar W. Hoyt, whose

His eyegiassos  give M
Hilsman  a slightly  profes- |
<onaloair. Ta%ong with his
< cofers or vier e, he nioves

S benrneivig ride thireugh
s office Liom his desi o
his bookshelves to a leather|
couch tHat serves as an emer-
gency bed and back to his

blrthday he will help ecele-
brate tomorrow in the midst |
of the latest crisis, They
have four children. i

Mr. Hilsman enjoys relax- |
ing with his friends, of whom |
there are many, but he has
little time for interests ont-
side the office. Except for
mountain hmmg, the ones he
does indulge in are for the
most part centered on the
home.

He tries to keep up with
his writing' and scholarly pur-
suits and he alvo likes to de-
sign and build toys for his
children, He once pianned and
built a Victorian doil house
;m? furm=hed it in minute de-
ai
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